
 
 
 
July 14, 2010 
 
The Honorable Mary Landrieu 
United States Senate 
328 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Chairwoman Landrieu: 
 
The Healthcare Leadership Council (HLC) supports the inclusion of the provision, in the “Small 
Business Jobs Act of 2010” (H.R. 5297), to extend parity for healthcare costs to the self-
employed for one year. 
 
HLC is a not-for-profit membership organization comprised of chief executives of the nation’s 
leading healthcare companies and organizations.  HLC is committed to advancing a consumer-
centered healthcare system that values innovation and provides affordable, accessible, high-
quality healthcare to all Americans.  A list of our members is enclosed. 
 
As you know, self employed individuals are allowed to deduct a portion of health insurance from 
their personal taxes; however, they cannot deduct the cost of health insurance for themselves 
and their family members for purposes of calculating the self-employment tax.  While other 
corporations are able to deduct health insurance premiums as a business expense and forego 
Social Security and Medicare taxes on these expenses, self-employed individuals are not 
allowed to deduct health premiums as a business expense and are required to pay an additional 
15.3% self-employment tax on premiums.   
 
Self-employed individuals should be able to exclude health insurance premiums from the self-
employment tax.  HLC continues to support the “Equity for Our Nation’s Self Employed Act of 
2009” (S. 725), which would remove the requirement for self-employed individuals to include 
health insurance premiums when determining their self-employment tax.  While the provision 
included in H.R. 5297 is not a permanent fix to the solution as provided by S. 725, we 
nevertheless believe it is an important step to providing relief and affordable healthcare to our 
nation’s self-employed.  HLC has long supported parity for the self-employed who represent a 
significant portion of the American workforce and those struggling to afford insurance.   
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mary R. Grealy 
President 
The Healthcare Leadership Council 
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2010 HLC Members
(Alphabetized by Company)

HLC Chairman
John Hammergren
Chairman & CEO
McKesson Corporation

Thomas Freyman
Exec. VP and CFO
Abbott 

Ronald Williams
Chairman & CEO
Aetna

Todd Ebert
CEO
Amerinet

David Yost
CEO
AmerisourceBergen

Paul Queally
Chairman
Aptuit

Anthony Tersigni
President & CEO
Ascension Health

Tony Zook
President & CEO
AstraZeneca, US

Robert Parkinson, Jr.
Chairman & CEO
Baxter International, Inc.

Joel Allison
President & CEO
Baylor Health Care System

Vicky Gregg
President & CEO
BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee

George Barrett
Vice Chair & CEO Healthcare Supply             
Chain Services

Cardinal Health

David Schlotterbeck
Chairman & CEO
CareFusion

Toby Cosgrove, M.D.
CEO & President 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation

Richard Meelia
Chairman, President & CEO
Covidien

Troy Brennan, M.D.
EVP & Chief Medical Officer  
CVS Caremark

Alex Azar
Senior Vice President, Corporate Affairs
Eli Lilly and Company

John Finan, Jr.
President & CEO
Franciscan Missionaries of Our Lady     
Health System, Inc.

Ben Lipps
CEO
Fresenius Medical Care

Patricia Hemingway Hall
President & CEO
Health Care Service Corporation



Ben Leedle, Jr.
CEO
Healthways

Daniel Tassé
President & CEO
Ikaria

William Weldon
Chairman and CEO
Johnson & Johnson

David Barrett, M.D.
CEO
Lahey Clinic

Karl Ulrich, M.D.
President
Marshfield Clinic

John Noseworthy, M.D.
President & CEO
Mayo Clinic

John Bardis
Chairman, President & CEO
MedAssets, Inc.

William Hawkins
President & CEO
Medtronic

Barry Arbuckle, Ph.D.
President & CEO
MemorialCare Health System

Adam Schechter
President, US Human Health
Merck & Company, Inc.

Herbert Pardes, M.D.
President & CEO
NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital

Mark Neaman
President & CEO
NorthShore University HealthSystem

Ludwig Hantson
CEO
Novartis Pharmaceuticals

Jerzy Gruhn
President 
Novo Nordisk, Inc.

Ian Read
President, Worldwide Pharmaceuticals
Pfizer, Inc.

Susan DeVore
President & CEO
Premier, Inc.

Greg Irace
President & CEO
sanofi-aventis

Dave Schmidt
CEO
SCAN Health Plan

Gerald Fine     
President & CEO
SCHOTT North America & SCHOTT Solar

Douglas Hawthorne, FACHE
CEO
Texas Health Resources

Christine Jacobs
President & CEO
Theragenics

Colleen Conway-Welch, R.N.
Professor & Dean
Vanderbilt University School of Nursing

Curt Nonomaque
President & CEO
VHA, Inc.

Gregory Wasson
President & CEO
Walgreens 
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